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SUBJECT: GUNS FOR GABONESE PATROL BOAT 

REF: STATE 151549 

1. ON JULY 19, 1974 DOD GAVE GABONESE EMBASSY IN WASHING- 
TON LETTERS OF OFFER AND ACCEPTANCE (LOA) (DD FORM 1513) 

FOR WEAPONS (FMS CASE GB-LAA-P4) AND AMMUNITION (FMS 
CASE GB-AAA-P4) TO OUTFIT PATROL CRAFT BEING ACQUIRED 
COMMERCIALLY FROM SWIFTSHIPS, INC. AFTER BEING INFORMED 
IN EARLY AUGUST THAT DOD WAS UNABLE TO PROVIDE FRENCH 
TRANSLATION OF LOA, EMBASSY OF GABON FORWARDED LOA TO 
LIBREVILLE FOR TRANSLATION AND SIGNATURE. ON OCT 15 
GABONESE EMBASSY DELIVERED FRENCH TRANSLATION LOA COPIES 
TO DOD. 

2. IN MID-DECEMBER GABONESE EMBASSY AND SWIFTSHIPS REP- 
RESENTATIVE INQUIRED ABOUT WEAPONS NEEDED TO COMPLETE 
OUTFITTING PATROL CRAFT. US NAVY FOREIGN MILITARY SALES 
OFFICE REPORTED THAT AMMUNITION LOA GB-AAA-P4 HADNOT YET BEEN 
RECEIVED FROM GABON. EMBASSY OF GABON BELIEVES COPIES OF 
BOTH LOA'S WERE DELIVERED TO DOD AND NAVY BUT DOES NOT HAVE 
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3. DOD AND NAVY ARE UNABLE TO PROCEED WITH FMS CASE 
GB-LAA-P4 (WEAPONS) UNTIL SIGNED COPIES IN ENGLISH OR 

FRENCH ARE AVAILABLE. IN ORDER TO RESOLVE MATTER. 

REQUEST YOU PROPOSE TO GOG THAT IT PROVIDE AND FORWARD 
VIA US DIPLOMATIC POUCH COPIES OF SIGNED FRENCH TRANS- 
LATION LOA. ALTERNATIVELY, GOG COULD CABLE AUTHORIZATION 
TO GABONESE EMBASSY WASHINGTON FOR SIGNATURE ENGLISH 
COPIES LOA. 

4. MEETING BETWEEN AMB. MAVOUNGOU AND DEP. ASST. 

SEC. DEF. NOYES SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 7 TO DISCUSS 
THIS PROBLEM. IF POSSIBLE, REQUEST YOU ADVISE PRIOR 
TO THAT DATE COURSE OF ACTION PREFERRED BY GOG. 

5. FYI: WEAPONS FOR PATROL CRAFT ARE NOT AVAILABLE 
FROM US INVENTORY AND THEREFORE MUST BE FABRICATED 
AFTER RECEIPT OF SIGNED LOA. AS SPECIFIED IN REMARKS 
COLUMN OF LOA GIVEN TO GOG, PROCUREMENT LEAD TIMES 
FOR WEAPONS VARY BY ITEM FROM 9-12 MONTHS AND FOR 
ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT FROM 9-21 MONTHS. IN EFFORT TO 
MINIMIZE DELAY IN ESTABLISHING GABONESE OPERATIONAL 
CAPABILITY, DOD NOW EXPLORING FEASIBILITY OF INSTALLING 
WEAPONS IN GABON AFTER DELIVERY OF PATROL CRAFT. THIS 
WOULD PERMIT CONTINUATION OF TRAINING WITH PARTIALLY 
ARMED BOAT AS EARLY AS 9 MONTHS AFTER LOA SIGNED. 
POST-DELIVERY INSTALLATION MIGHT BE ACCOMPLISHED BY 
COMPETENT GABONESE, IF AVAILABLE, OR BY US NAVY 
CONTRACTOR. LATTER OPTION WOULD OF COURSE PROBABLY 
INVOLVE ADDITIONAL EXPENSE TO GABON. KISSINGER 
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